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ment called the Polish Republic had chosen its last
King, the luckless Stanislaus Poniatowski. It seems
probable that the framers of the Constitution of the
United States deliberately rejected the last example,
but were to a considerable extent guided by the first.
The American Republican Electors are the German
Imperial Electors, except that they are chosen by the
several States. The writers in the " Federalist" had
made an attentive study of the Romano-German
Empire, which is analysed in much detail by
Hamilton and Madison.5 They condemn it as a
government which can only issue commands to
governments themselves sovereign, but not for the
mode of electing its executive head. There is some
interest in observing that the Electoral Colleges of
the United States and of the Empire failed in exactly
the same way. The electors fell under the absolute
control of the factions dominant in the country. The
German electors came to belong6 to the French or
Austrian party, just as the American electors took
sides with the Federalists, or with the old Repub-
licans, or with the Whigs, the new Republicans, or
the Democrats.

5  Federalist, No. 19 (Hamilton and Madison).    But see note
at p. 205.

6  The account of the intrigues, French and Austrian, which
preceded the election of a king of the Romans forms one of the
most amusing portions of the Due de Broglie's recent work,
Frederic II. et Marie Thorese,